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Year of the Air Force Family 

July 2009 – July 2010

Airman and Family Readiness Program

Bonnie Rice – Wing Family Program Coordinator

Building 16, Pease ANGB

Phone:  (603)-430-3545

bonnie.rice@ang.af.mil
Emergency 24-hour hotline:  1-800-472-0328
December 2009 

DEPLOYED FAMILY INFORMATION GATHERING:
Our next deployed Family Information Gathering will be held on Wednesday, 16 December, 2009 at 6 p.m. at Pease Air National Guard Base, (Location will be determined by the numbers of RSVP’s).   Families of our members preparing to deploy and families with their loved ones deployed are highly encouraged to attend; this is a wonderful opportunity for you to get to know other deployed families.  If you are interested in attending this meeting please RSVP to Bonnie Rice (as soon as possible) at (603)-430-3545 so that the evening meal can be planned.   These monthly gatherings are also open to those that have had their loved ones return as well.  Please note:  0ur monthly deployed family gatherings are normally scheduled on the second Wednesday of each month.   

Date:  Wednesday, 16 December 2009

Time:  6 p.m.

Location:  Pease Air National Guard Base, Building 16

RSVP:  Call Bonnie Rice at (603)-430-3545
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SUBJECT: Year of the Air Force Family

We are pleased to announce July 2009 to July 2010 as the “Year of the Air Force
Family.” Our Air Force Family is as dynamic and diverse as the unique Airmen and families it
encompasses. It includes Active Duty, Reserve and Guard component members; officer and
enlisted, civilians, spouses and children. It also extends to parents, friends and community
partners who, through everyday actions, provide our Airmen a firm foundation of guidance and
support.

Developing and caring for Airmen and their families remains one of our top priorities.
We have a long and enviable history of meeting the needs of the Air Force Family through
comprehensive Quality of Service initiatives. Such initiatives strengthen our families and are
important to the readiness and retention of our Airmen. During the Year of the Air Force Family
we will examine our existing services and look for ways to evolve and expand them to meet the
changing needs and expectations of our Airmen, their families, and the larger Air Force Family
as well.

Join us throughout the year in celebrating the achievements and contributions of the Air
Force Family. In November we will participate in National Military Family Appreciation Month
and set aside the week of 1-7 November to celebrate Air Force Family Week. During that week,
we encourage each installation to promote the spirit of the Air Force Family in their planned
activities, programs and events. Members of our Air Force Family truly are our greatest assets
and this year of observance provides the perfect opportunity to say “thank you” and recognize
the continuous, positive gifts they bring to our Air Force.

Michael B. Donley Norton A. Schwartz «

Secretary of the Air Force General, USAF
Chief of Staff




EMAIL LISTING:
Many discounts, benefits and event notices are announced throughout the month, many time short-notice.  If you would like to receive these notices as they are received, con​tact Bonnie Rice to have your e-mail address added to the Wing Email listing.  Retirees, we also have a retiree e-mail listing.
UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

2009 COMMANDERS CALL

 5th ANNUAL WINTER CARNIVAL

What: Hanger Winter Carnival – Family Event 

When: Sunday, Dec. 6.  The Winter Carnival will be held from 8 to 11:30 a.m.
Where:  Hanger 253, Pease ANGB.
Who: For “Immediate” Family Members (Dependant ID Card holders only!!) of the NH Air Na​tional Guard

Details:  Our Annual Winter Carnival is fast approaching. Vol​unteers are still needed in many areas to make this event a success. Unit members and their families are welcome to assist with set up, volunteering during the day’s activities and also with clean up.  If you are interested in volunteering, contact Bonnie Rice.  Dependants that are required by their schools to acquire community service hours can obtain those hours by volunteer during the day, please coordinate this with Bonnie Rice prior to the event. 

Again this year we will be asking each of the Wing’s Groups produce a game or activity booth for the Carnival. A prize will be awarded for the winning booth. Watch for further details. 

Remember, volunteers are the heart of the success of our event!  Vol​unteers are still needed in the following areas: Set up, clean up, children’s room; gathering donations and more…. Contact Bonnie Rice for details!
5th ANNUAL WING WIDE HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
What:  Commander’s Call Holiday Luncheon

When:   Sunday, Dec 6.

Time:  11:30 a.m. – till?

Who: For “Immediate” (Dependant ID Card holders only!) Family Members of the NH Air Na​tional Guard
Cost:   Ticket sales have ended!   Everyone must have ticket to participate – ticket sales ended 20 November 2009.  
For questions, feel free to call Bonnie Rice at 430-3545.
TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP):

DATES:    December 7-11, 2009  
LOCATION:  Wilbrandt Auditorium, Pease ANGB, NH
RSVP:  To reserve your spot call Bonnie Rice at 430-3545
WHAT:  The TAP Program that had been traditionally held at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has moved to Pease!  This is program presented by the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Fleet and Family Support Program and the Department of Labor/Employment Securities.  If you are transitioning from a military to a civilian career you may be interested in attending the next TAP seminar.  This workshop is designed to assist voluntarily and involuntarily separating or retiring service members make a successful career transition.  Members should plan to attend at least six months prior to separation or retirement.  Casual civilian attire is suggested.  Spouses are welcome.
New York City Shopping Trip

When: Saturday, 12 December 2009 
Who: New Hampshire Air National Guard Members (military, civilian and retired) and extended family members (Mom, Dad, other relatives) only! 
Times:   Buses Departs Pease ANGB (Building 16) promptly at 5:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. bus arrives at NYC.  The bus drops off on Madison Ave, which is behind St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and between 50th and 51st Streets.  

Bus departs NYC promptly at 6 p.m.!!

Bus arrives Pease ANGB at approximately 11 p.m.

Ticket Cost: $45.00 per person 
Trip Details:  Only 54 seats available- Money must accompany reservation!     Tickets are limited to first come, first served! Make checks payable to “The Minuteman Fund”.
To purchase your tickets contact:  Bonnie Rice at 430-3545; Norma Long at 430-3507; or Llew Millette at 430-3420.   
2009 VFW Holiday Children’s Party

WHEN:  Saturday, December 19, 2009 from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
WHERE:  VFW Post 168 Ladies Auxiliary in Portsmouth, 238 Deer Street, Portsmouth, NH

FOR:  Open to all military children, any branch of the service, ages 4 months to 12 years old.

To RVSP:  No later than 11 Dec 09 - Email bonnie.rice@ang.af.mil - or call (603)-430-3545, be sure to leave your name and number so that I can return your call.  Please submit child’s first and last name, age, and gender for planning purposes.  

Breakfast will be served.  Activities will be planned to make this a fun day.  Volunteers are always welcome.

Should the event be postponed/cancelled – a voice message will be left on my voicemail at (603)-430-3545

Remember space is limited! 

· This is based on a limited first come first served basis –
· Please call Bonnie at 430-3545 to sign your child up – I will need your child’s name, age, and gender so that gifts can be delivered by Santa.

Please note:   The VFW puts a lot of time, money and effort into making their parties enjoyable for all our military families who attend.  The gifts that they provide for the children are costly and space is limited. At times, it becomes necessary to cut off sign-ups because the space is full.  

Please remember:  If you have sent an RSVP that you are planning to attend, and a situation arises that will not allow you to make it, kindly let me Bonnie Rice know as soon as possible so that other children may be able to come and enjoy the event. We would really appreciate your support on this so that we can continue to enjoy these wonderful events put on by our VFW members.  

Youth Information
Scholarship Info

Article from Better Business Bureau “BBB” Military Line e-News (http://www.enewsbuilder.net/cbbbmilitary/e_article001596868.cfm?x=bgh4lgr,b7RS6wct) 

November 15, 2009 

Scholarship Time Again 
The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) has announced that it is now taking applications for its 2010 Scholarships for Military Children Program. If college is in your plans for next year, it’s time to start looking at all the special scholarship opportunities that are available for military children, to include a special amendment to the Post-9-11 GI Bill.

DeCA scholarship applications are now available at www.militaryscholar.org <http://www.militaryscholar.org> . DeCA’s 2010 scholarship program guarantees that a minimum of one $1500 scholarship will be awarded at every commissary location where qualified applications are received, and more than one scholarship per commissary may be available based on response and funding. The scholarships are open to dependent unmarried children (under age 23) of active duty personnel, reserve/guard and retired military members, or survivors of service members who died while on active duty or survivors of individuals who died while receiving retired pay from the military. Applicants must be enrolled in DEERS in order to apply.

A special opportunity for children of active duty members of the Armed Forces who died in the line of duty after September 10, 2001 is the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship, an amendment to the Post-9/11 GI Bill. Those who are eligible (and you do not have to be single or under age 23, but you must be at least 18 years old) can receive the same benefits as an eligible veteran receives under the new Post-9/11 GI Bill:  tuition and fees (up to the highest public, in-state undergraduate rate), a monthly living stipend and $1,200 a year book stipend. Although the VA will not begin accepting applications for this benefit until May 1, 2010, and will not start issuing payments until August 10, 2010, those who were enrolled in college from August 1, 2009 through July 31, 2010, can apply to receive retroactive payments for that time period. To learn more about the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship, go to www.gibill.va.gov/documents/Fry_Scholarship.pdf http://www.gibill.va.gov/documents/Fry_Scholarship.pdf 

These scholarships are only two of the many that are available to military children. You can find more at the DoD Community Relations “America Supports You” scholarship page <http://www.ourmilitary.mil/education_scholarships.shtml> , but that’s just a starting point. Don’t forget the military aid societies, which all offer education funding: Army Emergency Relief <http://www.aerhq.org/education.asp> , the Navy/Marine Corps Relief Society <http://www.nmcrs.org/education.html> , the Air Force Aid Society <http://www.afas.org/Education/ArnoldEdGrant.cfm>  and Coast Guard Mutual Assistance <http://www.cgmahq.org/> . And many military installations have spouses’ clubs or thrift shop funds that offer scholarships to children whose parents are assigned to that installation.

There are also military associations that offer scholarships for children of those who served in that unit or branch of service. Just a few examples would be the 82nd Airborne Division Educational Fund, the Special Operations Warrior Foundation, the Tailhook Education Foundation, the Air Force Sergeants Association and the Society of Daughters of the US Army. 

And, last but definitely not least, an ROTC scholarship or attendance at one of the service academies is another way to pay for your college education.

SAT/ACT Software Available to Military Families
NFL & MLB players support eKnowledge donation of Free $200 SAT/ACT Software to Military Families

In alliance with the USO, eKnowledge is offering SAT and ACT test prep programs valued at $200, free to Military Service Members and their extended families. The eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance includes Veteran Service Organizations such as AMVETS, the American Red Cross and DANTES, as well as a group of professional athletes from the NFL and MLB including Warrick Dunn and Chipper Jones. The eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance has provided over 120,000 SAT/ACT Prep Programs to military families worldwide. 

“I believe in using my gifts and public image to help the military community,” stated six time All-Star and future Hall of Fame baseball player Chipper Jones.  Now in its fourth year, the eKnowledge Sponsorship Alliance has donated more than $26 million of SAT/ACT test preparation programs. In response to the donation, eKnowledge has received over 40,000 thank-you letters from those who have benefited from the test preparation programs. The PowerPrep™ program helps prepare students to take the exams and increases student confidence resulting in higher test scores, and thousands of dollars in scholarships.  eKnowledge recently announced the arrival of the new v6x SAT/ACT PowerPrep™ software; v6x was in development for over 2 years at a cost of $1.5 million. The new software includes more than 20 hours of video instruction and 3,000 files of supplemental test prep material, thousands of interactive diagnostic tools, sample questions, practice tests and graphic teaching illustrations. The new PowerPrep™ v6x software is MAC and PC compatible.  Families interested in obtaining the FREE $200 v6x SAT/ACT PowerPrep™ Programs may order online www.eknowledge.com//nfl Enter Sponsorship Code: Code: 15E41DB9A6 or by telephone, 951-256-4076.  

There is a small fee of $13.84 (per standard program) which enables eKnowledge to provide technical and customer support, registration, licensure, processing, handling and worldwide shipping. This nominal fee allows the sponsorship alliance to continue helping tens-of-
FAMILY PROGRAM “YELLOW PAGE” LISTING

As you are enjoying the fall season, knowing our winter snow season is just around the corner?  Please remember the families of our deployed service members.  If you would like to provide assistance to these families, perhaps preparing their home for the upcoming winter season, offering your assistance in plowing their driveways, or whatever your talent, consider volunteering for the Wing Yellow Page Listing.  

The Wing Family Program has a “yellow page” listing of resources to offer to during the time their loved one is away.  The Yellow Page lists those interested in providing a free or discounted service to our military families in need during a deployment or an extended TDY.  This list is kept confidential; contact information is only release to families with the permission of the person or the agency that has offered the service.  The Yellow Page listing has assisted families of all components of the service from throughout New Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts.  
If you would like to become a part of our Yellow Pages, please contact Bonnie Rice, Family Program, 302 Newmarket St., Bldg 16, Pease ANGB, NH  03803-0157 –or email to: bonnie.rice@ang.af.mil to fill out  yellow page volunteer form.  Please call 430-3545 for more information.   

MORALE, WELFARE AND RECREATION (MWR)
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Information (PSNY) Information:

Area destination tickets for 2009 are available at ITT, Relief Valve Recreation Center, Bldg 22, PSNY, call Judy for ticket information at 207-438-2713.  For information on ski rental equipment call Todd 207-438-1514).  Gear Issue is located in Bldg H-10 (PSNY), rear of building.   

Gear Rental info:  Single and double kayaks with trailer, canoes, 12 to 16 feet boats with motors, dome tents, gas grills, coolers, folding tables and chairs, bouncy houses,  and much more available.  For details call:   (207)-438-1514.  
Ski Tickets are available at Shipyard for an updated flyer with the tickets available, contact Bonnie Rice to have one forwarded to your email.    

Upcoming Tickets Available from PSNY ITT Office

To purchase your tickets for the following call:  207-438-2713
Free Movies at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard:
These FREE movies are offered to military members and their families every Friday night at 7 p.m. at the Portsmouth Naval shipyard Auditorium.   (The main gate at the shipyard will be able to give you directions to the cinema.)  Bring your own snacks and beverages and enjoy the movie!  
The following movies will be shown in December 2009:
Hanscom Air Force Base MWR/Tickets & Tours for more information at (781) 377-3262.
Discount Tickets from Hanscom Air Force Base Outdoor Recreation
Call Outdoor Recreation for more information at (781) 377-5316.

MILITARY DISCOUNTS AND BENEFITS
GASLIGHT:  The Gaslight will offer ____ % discount to all military members.

Location:

NIKE Employee Store – New items have arrived to include the “Cold Weather Gear!”  Stop by to check out the most recent arrivals!

The offer from the NIKE Employee Store continues!   

What:  The NIKE Employee Store, Greenland, New Hampshire invites Military Service Members and their immediate family members to shop in our Employee Store and benefit from the savings and selection offered to our corporate employees. (For a complete flyer email Bonnie Rice) 

Who:  Valid for Active Duty or Retired Military Service Members with a valid military photo ID. 

(Including Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard or Reservists)

Location:  NIKE Employee Store, 150 Ocean Road, Greenland, New Hampshire 03840

Phone:  603-431-3341

Hours of Operation:  

Mon-Fri 10 am – 6 pm

Sat 10 am – 4 pm   

Sun 12 pm – 5 pm

5.       Just a reminder – if you are shopping at a local business – ask if they offer a military discount – you may be surprised!  Lowes offers a 10% military discount – but you need to ask – Home Depot will also offer it at some of their stores.  

6.  New Hampshire Professional Photographer’s Association offer Military Family Portrait Special

Members of the New Hampshire Professional Photographer’s Association (NHPPA) are proud to support the men and women who serve our Country in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard, Active, Guard and Reserve.

Participating NHPPA portrait studios are offering a complimentary family portrait session plus one 11X14 print to military families.  Additional prints and frames are available from the regular studio price list.  Appointments by studio availability.  For a list of participating studios, go to www.nhppa.com and click on “Special Offer for Members of the Military”.   This is our way of saying “thank you” for all that you do for our Country!
NHPPA is a non-profit association of professional photographers and other interested persons who are dedicated to photography as an art, business and science.  The purpose of NHPPA is to raise the standard of professionalism among its members through group and individual participation in activities and through the exchange of knowledge.  For more information on becoming a member, on our monthly meetings held the first Wednesday of most months, or on upcoming events, go to www.nhppa.com and click on “I’m looking for Information on Joining”.
Studios currently participating are located in Amherst, Auburn, Bedford, Dover, Durham, East Rochester, Enfield, Hampstead, Hampton, Kensington, Londonderry, Loudon, Nashua, Nottingham, Rollinsford, and Wilton.
Longhorn Steakhouse Military Discount Offer

The Longhorn Steakhouse located at 41 Gosling Road, Newington, NH – will offer a 10%   to NH Air and Army National Guard Members (Only) every Thursday from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

What:  10% Discount
Who:  NH Air and Army National Guard Members
When:  Thursdays from 11 a.m. – until 4 p.m.
Where:  The Longhorn Steakhouse, 41 Gosling Road, Newington, NH
